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It was full of thankfulness for the past month and beyond. Firstly, I am 
thankful for our family reunion in Hong Kong in late August, followed 
by a visit to Shanghai World Expo, with a short tour to Suzhou in 
between, then coming back to America together. We are blessed by this 
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family gathering. Secondly, we have to thank God for sharing the 
mission of our fellow church (First Chinese Baptist Church Walnut) by 
sharing our facilities with them every Friday evening in the past 3 years. 
Now that they are ready to plant their own church in Arcadia, they will 
start their first service on Oct 10. May God bless their mission. Thirdly, 
we have to thank God for the tension between the people of Hong 
Kong and the Philippines is now draining away. 
 
What happened was a sacked cop who had a dispute with the Manila 
Police hijacked a Hong Kong tourist bus on August 23 with a hope to 
negotiate with the authority for resuming his job. We were in Shanghai 
and the scene was broadcast live so we could watch the incident in TV. 
What we saw was a few people- elderly, women and children were 
released and coming out of the coach. Then, the conflict dragged on for 
a long time until the police took action to rescue the hostages. 
Eventually, the gunman and eight hostages were killed, with seven 
hostages wounded. 
�
The gross ineptitude of the Philippine government in this tragedy 
deeply grieved the people of Hong Kong, who watched in tears the 8 
caskets coming back. In the afternoon of the Sunday after I came back 
from Shanghai (August 29), I saw tens of thousands of people, dressed 
in black, marched out from Queen Victoria park to voice their anger 
over the Philippine government. The protest organizers estimated the 
crowd at 80,000 people, but the police put it at 30,000. 
�
At that time, I could smell a tinge of hatred from the newspaper and 
other medias. There were rather radical opinions such as: "Hong Kong 
people is discriminated by the Philippines," "Expel all Pilipino 
domestic helper from Hong Kong," "Economic sanctions against the 
Philippines," and so on. Then came the declaration of the Chinese 
Embassy in the Philippines criticizing the authority for allowing the 
gunmen’s coffin be covered by the Philippine national flag. Then, there 
was a public letter written by a Philippine boy to express apology on 
behalf of his country. All this made me quite worry that this tragedy 
may spark an ethnic hatred. 
�
It is absolutely a tragedy, but there is nothing to do with the people of 
Philippine at large. First, we must bear in mind that the majority of 
Philippine people are our brothers and sisters in the Lord. Moreover, 
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we can’t ignore the fact that there is a close tie between the people of 
Hong Kong and the Philippines for over a hundred years.  
�
If you happen to be strolling on D'Aguilar 
Street, Central, Hong Kong, you will find 
a plaque placed by the Antiquities 
Authority of Hong Kong, on which is 
inscribed the following words: Dr Jose 
Rizal (1861-1896) lived in this area 
together with his family from December 1891 to June 1892. Who is Dr 
Rizal? He is honoured as the father of the Philippines. He practiced as a 
physician in his early years and engaged in the fight of founding his 
country in Hong Kong. When he was arrested and executed by the 
Spanish colonial rulers in 1896, he was just 35 years old. Hence, we 

can appreciate the historic relationship 
between Hong Kong and the Philippines 
�
Furthermore, Hong Kong is the place where 
the first Philippine national flag was made. 
Some ladies and Mrs. Marcela M. Agoncillo 
(wife of the first Filipino diplomat in Hong 
Kong) sew the flag at 535 Morrison Hill 

Road, Hong Kong in 1898. It took them five days to finish, and then it 
was handed to General Aguinaldo on May 17, 1898 as he went back to 
the Philippines. Therefore, we can trace a close tie between Hong Kong 
and the founding of the Philippines. 
� �
With the release of the comprehensive investigation report of the 
incident in mid-September, I notice that the response of the community 
in Hong Kong is rather rational and peaceful. I would suggest that the 
tragedy has not stirred up further suspicion or engender hatred between 
the people of Hong Kong and the Philippines. However, in a cold sweat, 
I have never realized that the ethnic relationship between two peoples 
could be so delicate, so fragile! Blessings and be thankful always. 
 


